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 SUMMARY
• Nowadays, intra-regional trade is one of the main priorities of developing countries in which the railways and 

highways play a pivotal role as the most economical tool of transportation. 
• The ITI Corridor, as an example of the regional trade cooperation, can play a stimulating role in improving the level 

of trade relations between Iran and Türkiye, as well as Iran and Pakistan, and can also increase bilateral and trilateral 
trade between the three countries. 

• This Corridor has also significant advantages for Türkiye, Iran and Pakistan in connection with the macroeconomic 
and strategic policies of the respective countries. 

• For Türkiye, in the framework of the “Asia Anew Initiative”, the ITI Corridor, bypassing the Suez Canal, provides 
safer and shorter access to the Indian Ocean and South Asian markets. 

• For Iran, in addition to transit importance, the ITI Corridor is very attractive to Tehran as it can help repair the 
economy affected by the sanctions, as well as booming foreign trade.  

• For Pakistan, the ITI Corridor can complement Pakistan's geoeconomic projects, such as CPEC and helps Islamabad 
to play a more pivotal role in transforming itself into a trade route between China and Middle East countries.

        Keywords: Iran, ITI, Pakistan, Transnational Corridors, Türkiye 

      ÖZET
• Günümüzde bölge içi ticaret, demir ve kara yollarının ulaşım aracı olarak önemli bir rol oynadığı gelişmekte olan 

ülkelerde temel önceliklerden biridir. 
• Bölgesel ticaret iş birliğinin bir örneği olan İTİ Demir ve Kara Yolu Koridoru, İran-Türkiye ve İran-Pakistan ticari 

ilişkilerinin iyileştirilmesinde teşvik edici bir rol oynama ve aynı zamanda da ikili ve üçlü ticareti de artırma 
potansiyeline sahiptir. 

• Bu koridor, ilgili ülkelerin makroekonomik ve stratejik politikaları bağlamında Türkiye, İran ve Pakistan için önemli 
avantajlar sunmaktadır. 

• Türkiye’nin “Yeniden Asya Girişimi” açısından bakıldığında İTİ Koridoru, Süveyş Kanalı’nın baypas edilmesiyle 
Türkiye’nin, Hint Okyanusu ve Güney Asya pazarlarına daha güvenli ve daha kısa bir şekilde erişimine imkân 
verecektir. 

• İran için ise İTİ Koridoru, transit geçişlerdeki öneminin yanı sıra yaptırımlardan etkilenen İran ekonomisini 
onarmaya yardım etme ve dış ticareti genişletme potansiyelinden ötürü Tahran’a cazip gelmektedir. 

• Pakistan’ın jeoekonomik projelerini ÇPEK gibi tamamlayacak olan İTİ Koridoru, aynı zamanda İslamabad’ın 
kendisini Çin ile Orta Doğu ülkeleri arasında bir ticaret güzergâhına dönüştürme konusunda daha önemli bir rol 
oynamasına yardımcı olma potansiyeline sahiptir. 

  Anahtar Kelimeler: İran, İTİ, Pakistan, Türkiye, Uluslararası Koridorlar

چكیده
امروزه تجارت درون منطقه ای یکی از اولویت های اصلی کشورهای در حال توسعه است. در آن خطوط راه آهن وجاده ای به عنوان 	 

اقتصادی ترین ابزار حمل ونقل نقش محوری دارند. 
کریدور راه آهن وجاده ای استانبول-تهران-اسالم آباد، به عنوان نمونه ای از همکاری تجاری منطقه ای، می تواند نقش محرکی برای 	 

بهبود سطح روابط تجاری بین ایران-ترکیه و همچنین ایران-پاکستان داشته باشد. همچنین می تواند تجارت دوجانبه وسه جانبه بین این سه 
کشور را افزایش دهد.

این کریدور همچنین دارای مزایای قابل توجهی برای سه کشور مزبور در ارتباط با سیاست های کالن اقتصادی واستراتژیک آنها می باشد. 	 
ترکیه در چارچوب ابتکار »مجدداً آسیا« وبا استفاده از این کریدورکه زمینه دور زدن کانال سوئز را فراهم می کند، می تواند دسترسی 	 

ایمن تر و کوتاه تری به اقیانوس هند و بازارهای جنوب آسیا داشته باشد.  
عالوه بر اهمیت ترانزیتی، این کریدوربا جذابیت ویژه می تواند به ترمیم اقتصاد آسیب دیده ی ایران وگسترش تجارت خارجی آن کمک کند.  	 
پروژه مذکور می تواند مکمل پروژه های ژئواکونومیکی پاکستان از قبیل کریدور اقتصادی چین – پاکستان باشد. این پروژه به اسالم آباد 	 

کمک می کند تا نقش محوری تری درمسیر تجاری بین چین وکشورهای خاورمیانه ایفا کند. 
كلیدواژه ها: ایران، پاکستان، ترکیه، کریدورهای فراملی، کریدور استانبول-تهران-اسالم آباد  
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Introduction 

Nowadays, intra-regional trade is one of the 
main priorities of developing countries. It is esti-
mated that, in developing countries, exports of in-
dustrial goods to neighboring countries have grown 
much faster than exports to more distant countries. 
Despite the desire of most countries for globaliza-
tion and free trade with all countries of the world, 
it seems that regional trade could play a more effec-
tive role in the long-term development of countries. 
For example, more than 59 percent of all trade in 
Asia is currently between countries within the con-
tinent, and European countries account for 69 per-
cent of their trade with their continents (Donya-e 
Eqtesad, 2021). With the growth of intra-regional 
trade, in most countries, railways and highways are 
the mainstream transportation system, and other 
transportation means alongside railroads are ac-
tive in the cargo and passenger sectors. One of the 
sample models of railroad transportation that has 
been considered by the government in developing 
countries in recent years is the development and 
construction of transnational railways and high-

ways (transit corridors) and the Istanbul-Tehran-
Islamabad Transnational Rail and Road Corridor 
(ITI Corridor) is one obvious example. 

1. The ITI Corridor

The ITI Corridor was launched as part of a 
trilateral agreement between Ankara, Tehran, and 
Islamabad in 2009 to strengthen trade ties between 
the three countries (Map). Now this Corridor, al-
most 12 years later, has been activated with the 
delivery of test consignment from Karachi to 
Istanbul. Trucks of the first shipment departed 
from Karachi, Pakistan, on September 27, 2021, 
and reached Istanbul, Türkiye, on October 7, cover-
ing 5,300 kilometers (Anadolu Agency, 2021). The 
ITI Corridor, recognized by the United Nations as 
an international route, is 6,543 km long, of which 
1,950 km is in Türkiye, 2,603 km in Iran, and an-
other 1990 km in Pakistan (IRNA, 2020). With 
total construction, the Corridor can cover the 
6,500-kilometer route from Türkiye to Pakistan in 
just 11 days, while the route takes 45 days by sea 
(Financial Tribune, 2020). Accordingly, the ITI 
Corridor will significantly improve economic and 
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trade ties between Türkiye, Iran, and Pakistan, 
which will speed up the transfer of goods, reduce 
travel time and save costs.  

Although the ITI Corridor does not directly in-
volve China’s ambitious project, BRI, it is not unlikely 
that it will ultimately be linked to Beijing’s largest ge-
opolitical and geoeconomic initiative of the 21st cen-
tury. The Express Tribune wrote in an analysis that 
the ITI Corridor is to be connected to the Kashgar 
Special Economic Zone in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region via the Karachi-Peshawar Main 
Line-1 (ML-1 Railway) (The Express Tribune, 
2021). ML-1 is one of the most important projects 
of the CPEC. The project was approved by the 
Pakistani government in August 2020 and is valued 
at $ 6.8 billion, with 90 percent of the project being 
funded by China. The project is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 2026 (Nikkei Asia, 2020).  

2. Specific Advantages of the ITI Corridor 

The launch and resumption of the ITI Corridor 

are of strategic importance for Türkiye, Iran, and 
Pakistan. This Corridor has significant advantag-
es for these three countries in connection with 
the macroeconomic and strategic policies of the 
respective countries. This transnational Corridor 
is of high strategic importance for Türkiye. This 
country is currently seeking to expand political, 
economic, and cultural ties with Asian countries 
within the framework of the Asia Anew Initiative, 
which defines its position as a “bridge country” 
between Asia and Europe (Figure) (Daily Sabah, 
2019). In this regard, launching the ITI Corridor as 
one of the routes for regional trade as well as trade 
between Asia and Europe will enhance Türkiye’s 
pivotal role in transit and trade between the two 
continents. Eventually, following the commission-
ing of the ITI Corridor along with the Istanbul-
Xi’an railway, it will become another regular rail 
and road service between East and West, connect-
ing China, the world’s second-largest economy, 
to the Mediterranean Sea. In this regard, James 
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Dorsey, a senior fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies (RSIS) in Singapore, said 
that “from Beijing’s standpoint, Türkiye is a crucial 
trade hub, and in the long run it will not hurt to have 
multiple rail routes connecting China with Türkiye”. 
According to Dorsey, “Türkiye is positioning itself as 
a key Eurasian transportation hub, and to that end, it 
makes perfect sense for Türkiye to develop multiple rail 
links to South Asia and China” (Nikkei Asia, 2020). 
Besides, it can be said that with the increase of co-
operation between China and Türkiye in the field 
of transport routes, the launch of the ITI Corridor 
will also strengthen the relations between Ankara 
and Beijing. 

In addition, exports and imports between 
Türkiye and South Asian countries are mainly car-
ried out by sea and through the Suez Canal. The 
Suez Canal is expensive due to high transit tariffs 
and insecurity because of Somali pirates. Therefore, 
the launch of the ITI Corridor will allow Türkiye 
to use seaports in South Asia (Chabahar port in 

Iran and Gwadar and Karachi ports in Pakistan), 
bypassing the Suez Canal to have safer, cheaper, 
and shorter access to the Indian Ocean and South 
Asian markets. In this regard, Saeed Rasouli, CEO 
of Iran Railways, has said that within the framework 
of the ITI Corridor, the connection of Iran’s south-
ern ports with Türkiye will be accelerated, and 
Türkiye’s access to Iranian ports will be increased 
(ILNA, 2020). 

Particularly, trade relations between Türkiye 
and Pakistan in recent years are also growing. 
Over the past five years, the trade volume between 
Islamabad and Ankara has increased from $ 600 
million to about $ 800 million (Graph 1) (MFA 
Türkiye, n.d.), indicating a significant trade in-
crease between Ankara and Islamabad. Thus, the 
ITI Corridor will contribute to the development of 
economic relations between Ankara and Islamabad, 
and it is expected that with the launching of this rail 
and road Corridor, trade relations between Türkiye 
and Pakistan will expand further, and the volume 

Graph 1:  Türkiye-Pakistan Trade Volume (2015-2020) ($ million)

Source: MFA Türkiye (n.d.)
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of exports and imports between the two countries 
will increase. 

In Iran’s case, the ITI Corridor is very at-
tractive to Tehran as it can help repair the econ-
omy affected by the sanctions. In this regard, 
Lukasz Przybyszewski, a West Asia analyst at the 
Warsaw’s War Studies Academy, believes that 
since ECO countries trade in domestic curren-
cies, the launch of the ITI Corridor to Tehran is 
an alternative trade route to bypass sanctions and 
increase foreign trade (DW, 2021). Furthermore, 
in recent years, the state of trade and econom-
ic exchanges between Ankara and Tehran has 
been declining sharply. According to statistics 
published by the TÜİK, trade between the two 
countries in 2020 was about $ 3.2 billion. This 
figure shows a decrease of 49% compared to the 
previous year and almost 67% compared to 2018 
(Graph 2) (TÜİK, 2021 cited in İRAM, 2021). 
In addition to Türkiye, Pakistan, as one of Iran’s 
eastern neighbors, has always been of significant 
economic importance to Iran. Given these issues, 
the ITI Corridor could play a stimulating role in 

improving the level of trade relations between 

Iran and Türkiye, as well as Iran and Pakistan. It 

can also increase bilateral and trilateral trade be-

tween the three countries. 

Another advantage of this Corridor for Iran is 

its transit importance. Saeed Rasouli, CEO of Iran 

Railways, has said that the ITI Corridor will be 

linked to China’s BRI project by connecting a rail-

way between China and Türkiye. He also expressed 

hope that with the implementation of this project, 

Iran’s positions in the east-west corridor will be 

strengthened, and the route from China to Europe 

will pass through Iran across the southern branch 

of the BRI (ILNA, 2020). Therefore, with the full 

launch of the ITI Corridor, it is expected that the 

position of Iran, and the importance of this country 

in the BRI project, will be clearly defined, as well 

as the significance of this country in the east-west 

transit corridor will be determined. Iran, which has 

no official stake in many east-west transit corridors, 

can determine its position on the east-west trade 

route with the launch of the ITI Corridor. 

Graph 2:  Türkiye-Iran Trade Volume (2015-2020) ($ billion)

Source: TÜİK, 2021 cited in İRAM, 2021 
*Estimated year-end figure 
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In addition, this project may become one of the 
areas of cooperation between Iran and China with-
in the framework of a 25-year agreement between 
the two countries. Fatemeh Aman, an Iranian ana-
lyst at the Atlantic Council’s South Asia Center, has 
said that if a proposed $400 billion deal between 
China and Iran becomes a reality, Beijing would 
need more projects like the ITI Corridor to increase 
connectivity within the region (DW, 2021). So, if 
the Iran-China 25-year Cooperation Agreement is 
implemented, the ITI Corridor will become one 
of the main projects to which China will pay more 
attention. 

For Pakistan, however, the ITI Corridor 
is of strategic importance in the context of its 
geoeconomic policies. In recent years, Pakistan 
has sought to improve its critical economy and 
become a transit hub for trade routes between 
China and countries in the Middle East and 
South Asia. One such effort is the CPEC agree-
ment, which was signed in 2015 worth $45.68 
billion between Beijing and Islamabad (Table). 
In April 2015, within the framework of CPEC, 
China and Pakistan signed fifty-one agreements 
and memoranda on Chinese investments in 

Pakistan, the most important of which is the 
development of the Gwadar port and transport 
infrastructure, including railways and highways 
(CFR, 2016).  Most of these projects are car-
ried out in the Pakistani province of Baluchistan, 
through which the ITI Corridor passes. In this 
regard, the launch of the ITI Corridor will com-
plement the CPEC project and help Islamabad 
play a more pivotal role in transforming itself 
into a trade route between China and Middle 
East countries, including Iran and Türkiye. In 
other words, the ITI Corridor will complement 
the Gwadar project and help Pakistan move one 
step closer to making Gwadar a commercial hub. 

It should be noted that Pakistan, using the 
ITI Corridor, will also have a shorter route to access 
the European market, bypassing the Suez Canal. 
The benefits of this project will be as important 
for Pakistan (having a shorter route to enter the 
European market) as it is to Türkiye for access to 
South Asia. 

3. The ITI Corridor’s Challenges

The ITI Transnational Rail and Road Corridor, 
with its many advantages, also faces serious chal-
lenges. Most of the route inside Pakistan runs 

Sector Estimated cost ($ billion)

Energy 33.79

Highway 5.90

Railway 3.69

Mass Transit in Lahore 1.60

Gwadar Port 0.66

China-Pakistan Fiber Optics 0.04

Total 45.68

Table 1: Internal Map of CPEC With Projects Details

Source: Siasat, 2016 
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through the northwestern province of Baluchistan, 

which faces security challenges due to the pres-

ence of Baluchi insurgents and the Tehrik-i-Taliban 

Pakistan. In addition, since the rail infrastructure of 

Pakistan and Iran is in a more unfavorable situation 

than Türkiye’s rail infrastructure, so rail infrastruc-

ture problems in both Iran and Pakistan are another 

challenge to the implementation of this transna-

tional project. Besides security challenges and in-

frastructure problems, Iran’s economic sanctions 

are one of the biggest obstacles to completing the 

project. Sanctions on Iran have been the main rea-

son for stopping the project for about 10 years, and 

with the continued sanctions, this could become a 

serious obstacle to its future operation.

Conclusion 

As expanding economic ties reduces political 
tensions, the launch of the ITI Corridor will be of 
strategic importance in bilateral and trilateral rela-
tions between Türkiye, Iran, and Pakistan. Also, the 
ITI Corridor can strengthen the ECO platform for 
development, trade, and investment, established in 
1985 by the leaders of Iran, Türkiye, and Pakistan. 
Strengthening cooperation in various fields will 
enhance convergence in the region and increase 
intraregional trade. Moreover, as one of the inter-
national routes, this route will become one of the 
suitable bases for trade on the west-east route, the 
Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, and between 
South Asia and Europe. 
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“Tanıtım nüshasıdır, para ile satılamaz.”
“Bandrol Uygulamasına İlişkin Usul ve Esaslar Hakkında Yönetmeliğin 5’inci maddesinin 

2’nci fıkrası çerçevesinde bandrol taşıması zorunlu değildir.”
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Due to its historical depth and material power, Iran is among the countries that have to be 
reckoned with in the domain of international relations. �e deep-rooted historical 
relations between Iran and Türkiye, border-sharing, and comprehensive business 
relations make it necessary for Türkiye to understand Iran in a multitude of ways. Based 
on this necessity, the Center for Iranian Studies (İran Araştırmaları Merkezi, İ�M) was 
established as an independent think tank in Ankara with the purpose of informing the 
Turkish public and interested parties about Iran. With this in mind, not only does İ�M 
produce �eld research, reports, and analyses based on primary resources, it also provides 
language courses, internships/scholarship programs, support for projects and graduate 
theses, workshops, and expert seminars in order to meet the need for experts and 
researchers on Iran in various disciplines in Türkiye. O�ering a platform where 
academicians can share their research on Iran, İ�M also provides digital and printed 
publications on a wide variety of topics ranging from economy to domestic politics, 
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